S

ENNEL

B

VOL. LXXVII, NO. 17 e 75 Cents + Ca. Sales Tax.

“For Seventy—Fwe Years The Voice of Our COmmun‘

* EDITORIAL

Thank You Mr. Mayor!

ank you for standing

with residents of the

Crenshaw  Comidor,
With your suppot, transporta-
tion projects of vital impor-
tance to the South Los Angeles
community and commuters
throughout the County arc
close to becoming a reality,
They are: the placing of a train
station in Leimert Park Village
as part of the Crenshaw-to-
LAX line, and the under-
grounding of the train through
Park Mesa Heights.

It 1s inconceivable to our
community that the Crenshaw-
to-airport line could actually
bypass the heart of the
Crenshaw community and
omit a stop in Leimert Park. As
for the line through Park Mesa
Heights, the community has
consistently opposed having
the rail mn down the middle of
Crenshaw Bonlevard instead of
under ground.

So this page, which takes
note of allies, thanks Michael
D. Antonovich,

That’s ~ night,  Mayor
Antonovich, The fifth district
county supervisor is cuigently

serving a term as the “mayor”
of Los Angeles County, a title
that comes with his chairman-
ship of the Board of
Supervisors. Mayor
Antonovich is also a member
of the Metro Board and has
stood with Supervisor Mark
Ridley-Thomas in the struggle
to make these crucial features
of the Crenshaw Comidor a
reality. Antonovich, whose dis-
trict is bordered by the Kem,
San Bernardino and Ventura
County lines, provided the nec-
essary second to Ridley-
Thomas” motion and voted to
include a station at Leimert
Park Village at Vermmon and
underground the light rail line
from 48th to 60th neat Park

- Mesa Heights at a recent Metro

committee meeting,

The full Metro Board votes
today on the matter, and its
deciston could shape economic
development, traffic patterns
and safety issues in the
Crenshaw Corridor for genera-
tions to come.

We hope we will have the
opportunity to use this page to
publicly thank the Mayor of'the
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City of Los Angeles. Antonio
Villaraigosa, after this mom-
ing’s Metro Board meeting,
After all, the residents of
Leimert Park and Park Mesa
Heights actually are his con-
stituents and are counting on
his support today.

The mayor’s vote—
Villaraigosa’s, we mean—
along with that of his three
appointees, 1s critical to the
success of efforts to build the
$1.7 billion Crenshaw-LAX
line the right way. Supervisor
Ridley-Thomas has champi-
oned this cause. but the fact 1s
he can’t win—we can’t win—
without Villaraigosa’s backing.

So Crenshaw corridor vot-
ers will be watching what hap-
pens closely. We are ready,
hoping and waiting to thank
both mayors.

Likewise, we hope any.

Metro board membets consid-
ering a future run for mayor
will appreciate the weight this
vote carries in our communi-
ty—and the weight our com-
munity’s votes will camry
when we support those who
have supported us.
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